St.Brigid’s Blanchardstown, Parish Newsletter.

4th Sunday of Advent /Christmas Day —24/25th Dec, 2017

SEEING YOUR LIFE
THROUGH THE LENS OF THE GOSPELS
Luke 1:26-38
1. We are all favoured ones and God is with us. Sometimes
we are more aware of this than others. How have you experi-
enced being a favoured person, one blessed by God? How
have you experienced God’s presence? Who has been Ga-
briel to you — a messenger of good news?

2. ‘Do not be afraid.” Mary was perplexed by the words of the
angel. Perhaps you too have sometimes been perplexed by
life’s path and wondered what it all meant. Perhaps at times
you have doubted if God was really with you. In your troubled
moments who has been an ‘angel’ helping to lower your anxi-
ety?

3. Mary was taken by surprise by the invitation, but she did
not tell the angel she was not ready, nor ask him to return
later. She was prepared to go with the invitation even though
it was not the ‘right moment’. ‘Here | am Lord.” What invita-
tions have come to you at the ‘wrong time’ and how have you
responded?

4. Mary’s response serves as a model for us — she is one
who says ‘yes’ to what life offers. What is it like for you to say
‘yes’ to life? Perhaps at this moment in your life you are being

invited to say ‘Here | am, Lord’?
John Byrne osa

Eucharistic Adoration will resume on Tuesdays and
Fridaysin the New Year

The parish Jeam and Staff of SJ. Brigid's wish you and yours
overy blessing of the (hristmas season
and Peace and oy in the New Year
Beannachtai na Nollag oraibh go leir agus Siochdin san Ath Bhliain

Contact details: Fr. Mangan: 01 8213660 Fr Casey: 01 8213716
Jim Adams (Deacon) 086 2232411 Mdirin Keegan (Pastoral Worker) 01 8115414
Office: 01 8115412 / Sacristy: 01 8238354 mail: oftice@blanchardstownparish.ie

Please spread the word to family, friends (both at home and abroad), those housebound and

also young families with smart devices All church services over the Festive Season are
available on the internet via www.blanchardstown parish..ie




"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it." Merry Christmas! Jesus is born! Today we re-
joice that this new life, this infant God, has come to be "the
light of the human race." He is here to shine in the darkness
of our sin and sadness, to bring joy and peace in place of sor-
row. We celebrate this day with all the energy we have be-
cause we know that Christmas truly means good news!

Many of us have topped our trees with a bright star that helps
to light up our homes, especially at nighttime. These stars
should be more than just plastic decorations, however! They
should also shine as reminders to us of the Star of Bethlehem
that announced the coming of Christ. What better way to wel-
come the Light of the World than with that magnificent star?
And just as the Magi found their way to Jesus by following the
light of that star, so we too have a heavenly guide to follow:
Jesus himself! We have his words and teachings recorded for
us in Scripture, his actions and directives preserved through
the Tradition of the Church, and the guidance of his Spirit to
assist us along the way. And all of these gifts are ours because
of Christmas! Because the "Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us."

As we exchange gifts with our loved ones on this special day,
may we remember all of these wonderful things we have al-
ready received. And may we strive to give to our family and
friends not only the treasures that come in boxes and bags,
but also a share in the greatest gifts of God: forgiveness, mer-
cy and the unconditional love that brings joy enough to last
the whole year through.

OUR RED BOXES
Many thanks for your generosity with our Red
Boxes. The total count so far this year comes to
just over €2,755. This money goes towards pro-
jects associated with the upkeep and mainte-
nance of our Church and Pastoral Centre.

[Tl T T T Tl TddT-T-T-TTT-T-T-T-1-1 -]
Christmas Day Arrangements 2017

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Sun. 24" Dec: 7.00 p.m. VIGIL MASS
led by the Family Mass Team.
9.20 p.m. Carol Service*
10.00 p.m. NIGHT MASS*
Monday 25": Masses at 9, 10.30* & 12 noon
(Christmas Day): O EVENING MASS
Tue. 26™(St.Stephen’s Day) - Fri. 29" Mass @ 11.00 a.m.
Sat. 30" Morning Mass 11am, vigil Mass for Sunday 7pm
sSun.31% Mass at 9, 10.30, 12 noon and 7pm
Mon. 1* Jan 2018: Mass at 11 am
Tue. 2" Jan 2018: normal 10am Mass resumes
Fri. 6™ The Epiphany: Mass at 10 am with
Vigil Mass at 7pm on Fri. 5™ Jan
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Masses in Irish, Christmas Eve
Sunday, 24th December 2017

Ard Aidhin Aireagal an Aiséir
Bothar na Cille Mdire, Baile Atha Cliath 5 7.30pm(Artane
Oratory of the Resurrection, Kilmore Road, D 5

Belfield—An Séipéal Ollscoile
An Coldiste Ollscoile, Baile Atha Cliath 4 9.00pm
Belfield University Chapel, University College, D 4

Christmas GOAL Charity Mile

Join fellow-parishioners and friends for a run/walk/jog in aid
of GOAL’S humanitarian and development work in develop-
ing countries on Christmas Day at the Pope’s Cross, Phoenix
Park, any time from 10.30 to 12 Noon.

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES 2018: 7
nights B&B and Airport Shuttle service from €279 per per-
son. Book any flight - any time and we provide guaranteed
airport shuttle service. Call us for further info and book the
dates that suit you. Tel. 01 4434510 or email reserva-
tions@med-irishcentre.com.

Movement Therapy for People with Parkinsons'
Disease.

Movement Therapy Classes with Mr. Pat O’Dea,
through exercise, dance and enjoyment Wednesdays
at 4.30 pm St. Brigid's Community Centre, Blanchard-
stown All welcome— bring a friend or relative.



Welcome to
Andrei Denis

Charlie, Sadie
Rebeka and Natas

Who were recently baptised

Apply to volunteer at
www.worldmeeting2018.ie/Volunteer

Phone: +353 1 567 6812
Email: volunteer@worldmeeting2018.ie

Mass Inten- Dec 25th

tions

Sat. 7pm Caitriona Farrell

Sun 9am Joe Dowling

10.30am  Joe & Ellen Carleton Brigid Heskin

12 noon Peter Scully Noel Collins

7pm Margaret Ffrench

Monday morning Meditation
resumes with Mairin,
our Parish Pastoral Worker
after the 10 am Mass and Rosary on
Monday 8th January 2018
A good opportunity to get some quiet time
and kick start your new year

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
MASS OF ALL NATIONS
SUNDAY 22ND JANUARY 2018 12 NOON

Remember your neighbour this Christmas.

ALONE encourages
us all to check on
our elderly neigh-

bours this festive
season. If you are
concerned about
an older personin
your community,
phone a member of ALONE on 01 679 1032.

LIVING LINKS SUICIDE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP

1* Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m.

Dublin Central Mission, 9 c Abbey St. Lower, Dublin 1.

Adults over the age of 18 are very welcome to attend.
Facilitated by trained volunteers from Living Links Ireland.
Opportunity to share and discuss all aspects of complicated grief
associated with the aftermath of a suicide death Help is availa-
ble. For more information or if you wish to attend our group,

Tel: 086937 1030 / 087 243 3738.

READERS FOR 25TH DEC

10pm: Chnstine Carleton 9am: Kathleen Brennan

10.30: Tony Devlin 12 noon: Eamonn Burke

READERS FOR DEC 31st

7pm: Michael Hanratty 9am: Kevin Cullen
10.30am: Gwen Cruise 12 noon: Sheila Gouldson
7pm: Saritha Moras

REMEMBER TO TAKE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOU AS YOU LEAVE THE CHURCH AND KEEP AN EYE ON
THE SPONSORS ON THE BACK.




SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

www.cunninghamsfunerals.com Tel: 8202266 24 Hours.

“Serving Blanchardstown for over 100 years~

CUNNINNGHAMS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MARIAN PILGRIMAGES
FULLY ESCORTED GROUP PILGRIMAGES
EARLY BOOKING OFFER

BoOOK BEFORE FEBRUARY 1% 2018
AND RECEIVE €50 OFF PER PERSON

ONLY €100 DEPOSIT REQUIRED TO BOOK

Feighory Wylie
Solicitors

3 THE RISE, MAIN ST. BLANCHARDSTOWN
TEL No. 01 8213312
Contact Maria / Ciaran

AND AVAIL OF OFFER ON PILGRIMAGES TO

MEDJUGORJE - LOURDES
FATIMA

*Certain departures may be exempt from this offer. Offer
applys to full packages only.

THIS SPACE IS || _THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE | AVAILABLE

Orchard Close, Coolmine

Greenways

Landscaping & Maintenance
Service

© Gardens Cleaned & Cleared
® Hedges & Grass Cut
® Trees Pruned & Felled
® Lawns Laid or Seeded
® Trees - Shrubs - Flowers
® Timber Decking - Patios

Phone:
087 65 60 754

Experts
In eyes
and ears

Book an eye or hearing test at specsavers.ie

Blanchardstown Centre

01 822 6040

©2017 Specsavers. All rights reserved.

Specsavers

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

D15

Since 1995, we have been providing
a professional taxi service to the
community in the D15 area
* Airport Runs ©

Ph:

Health & Vyellbeing
health focd store
New Open
St Briidgid's Shepping (entre
next to The Cettage Cafe
Te: 01 - 557 9499
Menday - Satinday - 9:00-18:30
Sunday - 11:30-18:00

(0 fthe ot Sundaycfvery

Buy a Trocaire Gift
and transform lives
this Christmas

Buy onllhe at
trocaire.org or
Call1850 408 408
;{s
‘ﬁ

Trocaire

Charity No. 20009601

L i

Estate H
120 Bed Nursing Home based in
Castleknock, Dublin 15.

Fhss, Phone 018113900 _, 5

Tel: 01 821 3733

Email: info@baxter.ie

Roselawn Rd, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15

Phone: (01) 640 5740

BACK TO SCHOOL ESSENTIALS

BLANCHARDSTOWN GLASS

WINDOWS AND DOORS
CALL: 01 - 821 62 22

Complete
Glazing Service,
Mirrors, Glass
table tops, PVC
Windows and
Doors

OPENING HOURS

Sunday 10a.m.—3p.m.

Monday 9a.m.—9p.m.
Tuesday 9a.m.—9p.m.
Wednesday 9a.m.—Sp.m.
Thursday 9a.m.—9p.m.
Friday 9a.m.—9p.m.

Saturday

15 CABRA GRANY
L2
-y

9a.m.-6p.m.

www.smithspharmacy.ie

Tel: 01 812 8194

Free Blister Packing = Medicine Usage Reviews
| Smoking Cessation | Blood Pressure Monitoring
| Repeat Prescriptions | Weight Management | Passport Photos

All prescipions dispensed including: GMS, Private, Drug Payment Scheme,
Long Term lliness, Hospital Emergency, Dental

P,

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited

For AD information Please Call:

1850 790000

St. Brigid's Parish
Blanchardstown
Dublin 15



